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HIS 103: United States History to 1865

Course credits: 3
Semester:
Prerequisites: none

Course Description

A survey of significant political, economic, social, and intellectual themes in the development of the United States from
Colonial times until 1865.

Course Goals

1. Locate economic, political, & cultural trends in US history

2. Connect the ideas of American Revolution to persistent trends & developments in US history

3. Use primary sources and images to explain structural relationships along race, class, and gendered lines
4. Engage in critical discussion of images and texts

Required Texts

Locke, Joseph L., and Ben Wright, eds. The American Yawp, vol. 1: A Massively Collaborative Open US History
Textbook. San Francisco, CA: Stanford University Press, 2019. (free online; print versions available too).
https://www.americanyawp.com/

Evaluation Methods & Student Assignments
There are two examinations in this course. Each of these will involve image and / or document analysis and will test your
understanding of the course material and objectives. The final course grade will be calculated as follows:


https://www.misericordia.edu/history
https://sites.google.com/palci.org/pagoal/home?authuser=0
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc/4.0/
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc/4.0/
https://www.americanyawp.com/
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Weekly Schedule

Participation 10%

Mid-term Exam 1
Mid-term Exam 2

20%
30%

Final Exam 40%

Note: this sample weekly schedule has been designed to allow the instructor to choose specific pathways within each
week’s content to dive deeper into the primary source material available. These are in addition to the primary source
materials offered in The American Yawp Reader. Instructors should feel free to selectively assign additional primary

sources from single pathways or across pathways as best suits the needs of the course.
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Podcast on
Washington’s

Spies
EXAM #1 / POSSIBLE ESSAY QUESTIONS

1. How did the social position of African Americans change in the colonies, from the time of first-contact through
the Revolution?

2. How did Europeans’ early impressions of Native Americans impact later interactions between the two groups?

3. Analyze the cultural and economic responses of the following groups to the Native Americans of North America
before 1750: British, French, Spanish, Dutch, and Portuguese.

4. List and compare the positive and negative effects of the Columbian Exchange in North America.

5. What were the distinguishing qualities of life in colonial British North America? How do they help us better
understand the American Revolution?

6. In what ways did the aftermath of the French and Indian War (1754 — 1763) alter the political, economic, and
ideological relations between Britain and its American colonies?

7. What were the key sources of conflict in colonial British North America? How did they shape the character of
the colonists and their revolution against the British?

8. Leading up to the American Revolution, compare and contrast Loyalist versus Patriot arguments.
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EXAM #2 /| POSSIBLE ESSAY QUESTIONS

1. How did the social position of women evolve from the time of the Revolution to 18507
2. How did the concept of liberty both expand and contract between 1789 and 18507
3. How do race, class, and gender help to elucidate the accomplishments and limits of the American pursuit of
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liberty in the post-Revolutionary era?

. What conflicts dominated the early years of the new nation? How did they shape the developing nation?

Between 1815 - 1861, reform societies dominated a powerful force within American culture known as the
benevolent culture. What reform movements focused on creating and maintaining a respectable middle-class
culture during this time period?

anything, did the United States gain from that war?

changes on the country economically, politically, and socially?
How did western expansion contribute to growing sectional tensions between the North and the South leading
up to the Missouri Compromise?

. Why did the United States engage in a nearly disastrous war against the British from 1812 — 18147 What if

. Analyze the impact of transportation improvements during the market revolution. What was the impact of those
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EXAM #3 / POSSIBLE ESSAY QUESTIONS

How did the Civil War shift the relationship of the government to the people in the US?

In your opinion, what was more important to the nation in 1876: racial equality, or economic prosperity? Why?
How does the Compromise of 1877 help us better understand the causes and course of the Civil War?

What did the Civil War change? What remained unchanged by the conflict?

Analyze the roles of women during the Civil War. Compare the roles of women during the Civil War to ideas
about women in wars during the 20th and 21st centuries.

Explain how Black Codes compare to the aspects of slavery? What do the Black Codes have in common?
What are some challenges and dangers that runaway slaves faced? Are there any similarities in the runaway
slave ads?

8. What factors led to anti-immigrant sentiment in the 19th century?
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