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HIS 103: United States History to 1865  

 

Course credits: 3 

Semester:  

Prerequisites: none  

 

Course Description 

A survey of significant political, economic, social, and intellectual themes in the development of the United States from 
Colonial times until 1865. 

Course Goals 

1. Locate economic, political, & cultural trends in US history 

2. Connect the ideas of American Revolution to persistent trends & developments in US history 

3. Use primary sources and images to explain structural relationships along race, class, and gendered lines 

4. Engage in critical discussion of images and texts 

 

Required Texts 

Locke, Joseph L., and Ben Wright, eds. The American Yawp, vol. 1: A Massively Collaborative Open US History 

Textbook.  San Francisco, CA: Stanford University Press, 2019. (free online; print versions available too). 

https://www.americanyawp.com/ 

 

Evaluation Methods & Student Assignments 

There are two examinations in this course.  Each of these will involve image and / or document analysis and will test your 

understanding of the course material and objectives.  The final course grade will be calculated as follows:  

 

https://www.misericordia.edu/history
https://sites.google.com/palci.org/pagoal/home?authuser=0
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc/4.0/
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc/4.0/
https://www.americanyawp.com/
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● Participation 10% 

● Mid-term Exam 1 20% 

● Mid-term Exam 2 30% 

● Final Exam 40% 

 

 

Weekly Schedule 

Note: this sample weekly schedule has been designed to allow the instructor to choose specific pathways within each 

week’s content to dive deeper into the primary source material available.  These are in addition to the primary source 

materials offered in The American Yawp Reader.  Instructors should feel free to selectively assign additional primary 

sources from single pathways or across pathways as best suits the needs of the course. 

 

Wk Chapter / 
Topic  

Path 1 (AA) Path 2 (MK) Path 3 (JB) Path 4 (if 
applicable) 

Project ideas  

1 AY, 1, 
Indigenous 
America 
 
 
 

Native American 
Creation Stories 

Salinan & 
Cherokee Creation 
Stories 

Nanticoke and 
Lenape Creation 
Stories 

Iroquois Creation 

Positive/ 
Negative Effects 
of Columbian 
Exchange 
 
Letter from 
Christopher 
Columbus 
Describing First 
Voyage (1493) 
 
Illustration of 

The Black 
Legend 
 
Las Casas, 
additional excerpts 
(1552) 
 
Full text, Las 
Casas, Destruction 
of the Indies 
 
Frontispiece from 

European - 
Native American 
Encounters 
 
Galle, Amerigo 
Vespucci awakens 
a sleeping 
America (c.1690) 
 
John White’s 
watercolors of 
Secoton (1585) 

 

https://www.misericordia.edu/history
https://sites.google.com/palci.org/pagoal/home?authuser=0
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc/4.0/
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc/4.0/
https://www.americanyawp.com/reader.html
https://www.americanyawp.com/reader/the-new-world/indian-creation-stories/
https://www.americanyawp.com/reader/the-new-world/indian-creation-stories/
https://www.americanyawp.com/reader/the-new-world/indian-creation-stories/
https://nanticokelenapemuseum.org/news/1380/creation-stories/
https://nanticokelenapemuseum.org/news/1380/creation-stories/
https://nanticokelenapemuseum.org/news/1380/creation-stories/
http://historymatters.gmu.edu/d/6375/
http://xroads.virginia.edu/~Hyper/HNS/Garden/columbus.html
http://xroads.virginia.edu/~Hyper/HNS/Garden/columbus.html
http://xroads.virginia.edu/~Hyper/HNS/Garden/columbus.html
http://xroads.virginia.edu/~Hyper/HNS/Garden/columbus.html
http://xroads.virginia.edu/~Hyper/HNS/Garden/columbus.html
https://digitalcollections.nypl.org/items/510d47df-2938-a3d9-e040-e00a18064a99
https://www.digitalhistory.uh.edu/disp_textbook.cfm?smtID=3&psid=52
https://www.digitalhistory.uh.edu/disp_textbook.cfm?smtID=3&psid=52
https://www.digitalhistory.uh.edu/disp_textbook.cfm?smtID=3&psid=52
https://www.gutenberg.org/ebooks/20321
https://www.gutenberg.org/ebooks/20321
https://www.gutenberg.org/ebooks/20321
https://www.britishmuseum.org/collection/object/P_1884-1213-50
https://www.metmuseum.org/art/collection/search/659655
https://www.metmuseum.org/art/collection/search/659655
https://www.metmuseum.org/art/collection/search/659655
https://www.metmuseum.org/art/collection/search/659655
http://www.virtualjamestown.org/images/white_debry_html/jamestown.html
http://www.virtualjamestown.org/images/white_debry_html/jamestown.html
http://www.virtualjamestown.org/images/white_debry_html/jamestown.html
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Story 

 

Christopher 
Columbus & 
Native American 
Initial Meeting 
 
1492:  An 
Ongoing Voyage 
(The Hammock) 
 
The History of 
Smallpox pp. 105-
106 (1815) 

Las Casas, Tears 
of the Indians 
(1656 Eng. ed.) 
 
Interview w/ Joan 
Bristol (historian), 
Inquisition 
(witchcraft) case of 
a mulatta girl in 
New Spain, 1659 

 
Theodore de Bry’s 
engraving, Attack 
at Jamestown 
(1622)  
 

2 AY 2, 
Colliding 
Cultures / 
Jamestown 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Early Life in VA 
and New England 
 
John Smith on 
"The Starving 
Time" 
 
John Smith's 
account of a 
conversation with 
Powhatan  
 
John Winthrop, 
"City Upon A Hill"  
 
Benjamin 

Colonial Women 
Experiences 
 
“A Severe and 
Proud Dame She 
Was”: Mary 
Rowlandson 
Lives Among the 
Indians, 1675 
 
“Such Was the 
Tumultation 
These Women 
Made”: The 
Women of 
Marblehead 

Salem / 
Witchcraft 
 
Salem trials 
documentary 
archive at U-VA 
(trial records, 
docs, confessions, 
maps, etc.) 

 Mock witch 
trial  
 
 
 
Comparison 
of primary 
documents to 
popular 
culture 
memories of 
colonial 
Virginia and 
New England 

https://www.misericordia.edu/history
https://sites.google.com/palci.org/pagoal/home?authuser=0
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc/4.0/
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc/4.0/
http://historymatters.gmu.edu/d/6375/
https://digitalcollections.nypl.org/items/510d47df-2938-a3d9-e040-e00a18064a99
https://digitalcollections.nypl.org/items/510d47df-2938-a3d9-e040-e00a18064a99
https://digitalcollections.nypl.org/items/510d47df-2938-a3d9-e040-e00a18064a99
https://digitalcollections.nypl.org/items/510d47df-2938-a3d9-e040-e00a18064a99
https://www.loc.gov/exhibits/1492/america.html
https://www.loc.gov/exhibits/1492/america.html
https://www.loc.gov/exhibits/1492/america.html
https://archive.org/details/b21354790/page/106/mode/2up
https://archive.org/details/b21354790/page/106/mode/2up
https://archive.org/details/b21354790/page/106/mode/2up
https://www.britishmuseum.org/collection/object/P_1884-1213-50
https://www.britishmuseum.org/collection/object/P_1884-1213-50
https://www.britishmuseum.org/collection/object/P_1884-1213-50
https://www.britishmuseum.org/collection/object/P_1884-1213-50
https://www.britishmuseum.org/collection/object/P_1884-1213-50
https://chnm.gmu.edu/wwh/analyzing/documents/rsc/documentstranscript.pdf
https://chnm.gmu.edu/wwh/analyzing/documents/rsc/documentstranscript.pdf
https://chnm.gmu.edu/wwh/analyzing/documents/rsc/documentstranscript.pdf
https://chnm.gmu.edu/wwh/analyzing/documents/rsc/documentstranscript.pdf
https://chnm.gmu.edu/wwh/analyzing/documents/rsc/documentstranscript.pdf
https://chnm.gmu.edu/wwh/analyzing/documents/rsc/documentstranscript.pdf
http://www.virtualjamestown.org/map8d.html
http://www.virtualjamestown.org/map8d.html
http://www.virtualjamestown.org/map8d.html
http://historymatters.gmu.edu/d/6593
http://historymatters.gmu.edu/d/6593
http://historymatters.gmu.edu/d/6593
http://historymatters.gmu.edu/d/5838
http://historymatters.gmu.edu/d/5838
http://historymatters.gmu.edu/d/5838
http://historymatters.gmu.edu/d/5838
https://www.americanyawp.com/reader/colliding-cultures/john-winthrop-dreams-of-a-city-on-a-hill-1630/
https://www.americanyawp.com/reader/colliding-cultures/john-winthrop-dreams-of-a-city-on-a-hill-1630/
http://www.swarthmore.edu/SocSci/bdorsey1/41docs/48-wad.html
http://historymatters.gmu.edu/d/5793
http://historymatters.gmu.edu/d/5793
http://historymatters.gmu.edu/d/5793
http://historymatters.gmu.edu/d/5793
http://historymatters.gmu.edu/d/5793
http://historymatters.gmu.edu/d/5793
http://historymatters.gmu.edu/d/5835
http://historymatters.gmu.edu/d/5835
http://historymatters.gmu.edu/d/5835
http://historymatters.gmu.edu/d/5835
http://historymatters.gmu.edu/d/5835
http://historymatters.gmu.edu/d/5835
http://salem.lib.virginia.edu/home.html
http://salem.lib.virginia.edu/home.html
http://salem.lib.virginia.edu/home.html
http://salem.lib.virginia.edu/home.html
http://salem.lib.virginia.edu/home.html
http://salem.lib.virginia.edu/home.html
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Wadsworth, A 
Well-Ordered 
Family  
 
 
Anne Bradstreet 
poems 
 
Anne Bradstreet, 
epitaphs 
 
Anne Bradstreet, 
"Before the Birth of 
One of Her 
Children" 
 
Original Seal of 
MA Bay Colony 
(wikimedia 
commons) 
 

Wreak Revenge 
Upon Indian 
Captors, 1677 
 
“We Unfortunate 
English People 
Suffer Here”: An 
English Servant 
(Elizabeth 
Sprigs)Writes 
Home (1756) 
 
Trial of Anne 
Hutchinson (full 
text, 1637)  
 
More on 
Hutchinson’s trial 
(editorial w/ 
excerpts) 
 

3 AY 3, British 
North 
America 
 

Unfree Labor in 
the Colonies 
 
General Court 
Responds to 
Runaway Servants 
and Slaves (1640)  

Journey to the 
New World 
 
Francis Daniel 
Pastorius 
Describes his 
Ocean Voyage  

War & Revolts  
 
Metacom’s 
Complaint, 1675  
 
Bacon’s 
Declaration of 

  

https://www.misericordia.edu/history
https://sites.google.com/palci.org/pagoal/home?authuser=0
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc/4.0/
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc/4.0/
http://www.swarthmore.edu/SocSci/bdorsey1/41docs/48-wad.html
http://www.swarthmore.edu/SocSci/bdorsey1/41docs/48-wad.html
http://www.swarthmore.edu/SocSci/bdorsey1/41docs/48-wad.html
https://annebradstreet.org/annes-poems/
https://annebradstreet.org/annes-poems/
https://genius.com/Anne-bradstreet-epitaphs-annotated
https://genius.com/Anne-bradstreet-epitaphs-annotated
https://www.poetryfoundation.org/poems/46450/before-the-birth-of-one-of-her-children
https://www.poetryfoundation.org/poems/46450/before-the-birth-of-one-of-her-children
https://www.poetryfoundation.org/poems/46450/before-the-birth-of-one-of-her-children
https://www.poetryfoundation.org/poems/46450/before-the-birth-of-one-of-her-children
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Seal_of_Massachusetts#/media/File:Massachusetts_Bay_Colony_Seal,_1629.jpg
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Seal_of_Massachusetts#/media/File:Massachusetts_Bay_Colony_Seal,_1629.jpg
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Seal_of_Massachusetts#/media/File:Massachusetts_Bay_Colony_Seal,_1629.jpg
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Seal_of_Massachusetts#/media/File:Massachusetts_Bay_Colony_Seal,_1629.jpg
http://historymatters.gmu.edu/d/5835
http://historymatters.gmu.edu/d/5835
http://historymatters.gmu.edu/d/5835
http://historymatters.gmu.edu/d/5796
http://historymatters.gmu.edu/d/5796
http://historymatters.gmu.edu/d/5796
http://historymatters.gmu.edu/d/5796
http://historymatters.gmu.edu/d/5796
http://historymatters.gmu.edu/d/5796
http://historymatters.gmu.edu/d/5796
http://bcs.bedfordstmartins.com/WebPub/history/mckayunderstanding1e/0312668872/Primary_Documents/US_History/Transcript%20of%20the%20Trial%20of%20Anne%20Hutchinson.pdf
http://bcs.bedfordstmartins.com/WebPub/history/mckayunderstanding1e/0312668872/Primary_Documents/US_History/Transcript%20of%20the%20Trial%20of%20Anne%20Hutchinson.pdf
https://www.worldhistory.org/article/1669/the-trial-of-anne-hutchinson/
https://www.worldhistory.org/article/1669/the-trial-of-anne-hutchinson/
https://www.worldhistory.org/article/1669/the-trial-of-anne-hutchinson/
https://www.worldhistory.org/article/1669/the-trial-of-anne-hutchinson/
https://encyclopediavirginia.org/entries/general-court-responds-to-runaway-servants-and-slaves-1640/
https://encyclopediavirginia.org/entries/general-court-responds-to-runaway-servants-and-slaves-1640/
https://encyclopediavirginia.org/entries/general-court-responds-to-runaway-servants-and-slaves-1640/
https://encyclopediavirginia.org/entries/general-court-responds-to-runaway-servants-and-slaves-1640/
http://www.americanyawp.com/reader/british-north-america/francis-daniel-pastorius-describes-his-ocean-voyage-1684/
http://www.americanyawp.com/reader/british-north-america/francis-daniel-pastorius-describes-his-ocean-voyage-1684/
http://www.americanyawp.com/reader/british-north-america/francis-daniel-pastorius-describes-his-ocean-voyage-1684/
http://www.americanyawp.com/reader/british-north-america/francis-daniel-pastorius-describes-his-ocean-voyage-1684/
http://historymatters.gmu.edu/d/6226
http://historymatters.gmu.edu/d/6226
https://encyclopediavirginia.org/1200hpr-534e192ea638982/
https://encyclopediavirginia.org/1200hpr-534e192ea638982/
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The Interesting 
Narrative of the 
Life of Olaudah 
Equiano (1789, 
can be excerpted)  
 
Gottlieb 
Mittelberger (1750)  
 
Slavery Images / 
Exhibit on African 
Diaspora 
 
Slave Voyages 
/Trans-Atlantic 
Slave Trade 
Database (Rice 
University) 

(1684) 
 
Illustration of the 
stowage of a 
British Slave Ship 
(1788) 
 
Olaudah Equiano 
(1789) 
 
Audio clips of 
transcripts 
describing various 
voyages across 
Atlantic (1680 - 
1806) 
 

Grievances (1676) 
 
More on Bacon’s 
Rebellion (encyl. 
VA) 

4 AY 4, 
Colonial 
Society 

Quakers, Anti-
Slavery, and 
Colonial Life 
 
Germantown 
Friends' protest 
against slavery 
(1688)  
 

Seven Years’ 
War/ French and 
Indian War 
 
George 
Washington's 
Narrative of his 
Expedition to the 
Ohio (1754) 

Consumerism 
 
Kuhn, Portrait of 
Henry Darnall, III 
(1710) 
 
Copley, Portrait of 
Nicholas Boylston 
(1767) 

  

https://www.misericordia.edu/history
https://sites.google.com/palci.org/pagoal/home?authuser=0
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc/4.0/
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc/4.0/
https://www.gutenberg.org/files/15399/15399-h/15399-h.htm
https://www.gutenberg.org/files/15399/15399-h/15399-h.htm
https://www.gutenberg.org/files/15399/15399-h/15399-h.htm
https://www.gutenberg.org/files/15399/15399-h/15399-h.htm
http://www.swarthmore.edu/SocSci/bdorsey1/41docs/40-mit.html
http://www.swarthmore.edu/SocSci/bdorsey1/41docs/40-mit.html
http://slaveryimages.org/s/slaveryimages/page/welcome
http://slaveryimages.org/s/slaveryimages/page/welcome
http://slaveryimages.org/s/slaveryimages/page/welcome
https://www.slavevoyages.org/
https://www.slavevoyages.org/
https://www.slavevoyages.org/
https://www.slavevoyages.org/
https://www.slavevoyages.org/
http://www.americanyawp.com/reader/british-north-america/francis-daniel-pastorius-describes-his-ocean-voyage-1684/
https://americanhistory.si.edu/onthewater/oral_histories/life_at_sea/assets/large/2028_brooks_slaveship.jpg
https://americanhistory.si.edu/onthewater/oral_histories/life_at_sea/assets/large/2028_brooks_slaveship.jpg
https://americanhistory.si.edu/onthewater/oral_histories/life_at_sea/assets/large/2028_brooks_slaveship.jpg
https://americanhistory.si.edu/onthewater/oral_histories/life_at_sea/assets/large/2028_brooks_slaveship.jpg
https://www.gilderlehrman.org/history-resources/spotlight-primary-source/olaudah-equiano-1789
https://www.gilderlehrman.org/history-resources/spotlight-primary-source/olaudah-equiano-1789
https://americanhistory.si.edu/onthewater/exhibition/1_2.html#LifeAtSea1
https://americanhistory.si.edu/onthewater/exhibition/1_2.html#LifeAtSea1
https://americanhistory.si.edu/onthewater/exhibition/1_2.html#LifeAtSea1
https://americanhistory.si.edu/onthewater/exhibition/1_2.html#LifeAtSea1
https://americanhistory.si.edu/onthewater/exhibition/1_2.html#LifeAtSea1
https://americanhistory.si.edu/onthewater/exhibition/1_2.html#LifeAtSea1
https://encyclopediavirginia.org/1200hpr-534e192ea638982/
https://encyclopediavirginia.org/entries/bacons-rebellion-1676-1677/
https://encyclopediavirginia.org/entries/bacons-rebellion-1676-1677/
https://encyclopediavirginia.org/entries/bacons-rebellion-1676-1677/
https://www.loc.gov/resource/rbpe.14000200/?st=text
https://www.loc.gov/resource/rbpe.14000200/?st=text
https://www.loc.gov/resource/rbpe.14000200/?st=text
https://www.loc.gov/resource/rbpe.14000200/?st=text
https://founders.archives.gov/documents/Washington/01-01-02-0004-0002
https://founders.archives.gov/documents/Washington/01-01-02-0004-0002
https://founders.archives.gov/documents/Washington/01-01-02-0004-0002
https://founders.archives.gov/documents/Washington/01-01-02-0004-0002
https://founders.archives.gov/documents/Washington/01-01-02-0004-0002
https://www.mdhistory.org/digital-resource/5029/
https://www.mdhistory.org/digital-resource/5029/
https://www.mdhistory.org/digital-resource/5029/
https://hvrd.art/o/299949
https://hvrd.art/o/299949
https://hvrd.art/o/299949
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John Woolman's 
Journal (1774, can 
excerpted)  
 
John Woolman, 
Some 
Considerations on 
Keeping Negroes 
(1762)  

 
Map of the 
Western Parts of 
the colony of 
Virginia 
 
Extracts from 
Gibson Clough's 
War Journal 
(1759) 
 
Letter from Ben 
Franklin to Lord 
Kames (1760) 
 
Alibamo Mingo, 
Choctaw leader, 
Reflects on the 
British and 
French (1765) 

 
Copley, Portrait of 
Mrs. John 
Winthrop (1773) 
 
Trade bill for 
Elizabeth Murray’s 
shop in Boston, 
c.1750 (MHS) 
 
SI exhibit on 
consumption 18th 
c. 
 
Advertisement for 
consumer goods, 
NH Gazette 1771 
 

5 AY 5, 
Revolution 
 
 
 
 

African 
Americans & 
Revolution 
 
Anti-slavery 
petitions written by 
African Americans 
 

Spying and 
Espionage 
during the 
American 
Revolution 
 
Rachel Revere 
secret letter to 

Women & Gender 
 
Copley, Portrait of 
Anne Fairchild 
Bowler, 1763 
 
 
Statue of Mercy 

Taxes & Protests 
 
Documents from 
the Non-
Importation 
Movement (1767) 
 
Advertisement for 

Loyalist / 
Patriot 
debates 

https://www.misericordia.edu/history
https://sites.google.com/palci.org/pagoal/home?authuser=0
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc/4.0/
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc/4.0/
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https://www.gutenberg.org/files/37311/37311-h/37311-h.htm
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https://collections.leventhalmap.org/search/commonwealth:q524mt71v
https://collections.leventhalmap.org/search/commonwealth:q524mt71v
https://collections.leventhalmap.org/search/commonwealth:q524mt71v
https://collections.leventhalmap.org/search/commonwealth:q524mt71v
http://www.americanyawp.com/reader/colonial-society/extracts-from-gibson-cloughs-war-journal-1759/
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Washington’s 
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EXAM #1 / POSSIBLE ESSAY QUESTIONS 
 

1. How did the social position of African Americans change in the colonies, from the time of first-contact through 
the Revolution?  

2. How did Europeans’ early impressions of Native Americans impact later interactions between the two groups?  
3. Analyze the cultural and economic responses of the following groups to the Native Americans of North America 

before 1750:  British, French, Spanish, Dutch, and Portuguese. 
4. List and compare the positive and negative effects of the Columbian Exchange in North America. 
5. What were the distinguishing qualities of life in colonial British North America? How do they help us better 

understand the American Revolution? 
6. In what ways did the aftermath of the French and Indian War (1754 – 1763) alter the political, economic, and 

ideological relations between Britain and its American colonies? 
7. What were the key sources of conflict in colonial British North America? How did they shape the character of 

the colonists and their revolution against the British? 
8. Leading up to the American Revolution, compare and contrast Loyalist versus Patriot arguments.  
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EXAM #2 / POSSIBLE ESSAY QUESTIONS 
 

1. How did the social position of women evolve from the time of the Revolution to 1850? 
2. How did the concept of liberty both expand and contract between 1789 and 1850? 
3. How do race, class, and gender help to elucidate the accomplishments and limits of the American pursuit of 
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liberty in the post-Revolutionary era? 
4. What conflicts dominated the early years of the new nation? How did they shape the developing nation? 
5. Between 1815 - 1861, reform societies dominated a powerful force within American culture known as the 

benevolent culture.  What reform movements focused on creating and maintaining a respectable middle-class 
culture during this time period? 

6. Why did the United States engage in a nearly disastrous war against the British from 1812 – 1814?  What if 
anything, did the United States gain from that war? 

7. Analyze the impact of transportation improvements during the market revolution.  What was the impact of those 

changes on the country economically, politically, and socially? 

8. How did western expansion contribute to growing sectional tensions between the North and the South leading 

up to the Missouri Compromise?  
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EXAM #3 / POSSIBLE ESSAY QUESTIONS 
 

1. How did the Civil War shift the relationship of the government to the people in the US?  
2. In your opinion, what was more important to the nation in 1876: racial equality, or economic prosperity? Why?  
3. How does the Compromise of 1877 help us better understand the causes and course of the Civil War? 
4. What did the Civil War change? What remained unchanged by the conflict? 
5. Analyze the roles of women during the Civil War.  Compare the roles of women during the Civil War to ideas 

about women in wars during the 20th and 21st centuries. 
6. Explain how Black Codes compare to the aspects of slavery? What do the Black Codes have in common? 
7. What are some challenges and dangers that runaway slaves faced?  Are there any similarities in the runaway 

slave ads?  
8. What factors led to anti-immigrant sentiment in the 19th century? 
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