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INTRODUCTION
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(1) protect the healthcare workers and, thus,
maintain a hospital workforce; (2) prevent the
hospital from being a disease amplifier; and
(3) protect the non—COVID-19 patients from
Infection, so as to maintain the ability to
provide essential non—COVID-19 health care

upon admission for precautionary measures.

SIGNIFICANCE

-’More than 1,000 hospitals across the
United States are "critically” short on staff,
according to numbers released this week by
the Department of Health and Human
Services” (McMinn, 2020, p.1).

- 21% of all hospitals reporting say they
anticipate having critical staffing shortages in
the next week” (McMinn, 2020, p.2).
-”GetUsPPE, a nonprofit organization led by
medical professionals that formed in March
to get protective equipment to healthcare
workers and other first responders and has
delivered more than 2.1 million units since it
started, currently has more than 13,000 active
requests for PPE In its database and has filled
only 10% of those requests™ (Dall, 2020,
p.6).

-National Nurses United conducted a survey
of registered nurses in California on hospital
preparedness, “Preliminary results from more
than 1,000 nurses In California are
worrisome” (Nationalnursesunited, 2020,
p7):

-”0Only 27 percent report that there Is a plan
In place to 1solate a patient with a possible
novel coronavirus infection. 47 percent report

they don’t know 1if there 1s a plan”
(Nati()nalnursesunited, 2020, p?) Cougar Prints at Misericordia University

-Due to the overwhelming number of
patients being admitted to the hospital
during Covid, ”An Assoclated Press report
found that at Hurley Medical Center In
Flint, Michigan, the nurse-to-patient ratio

went from 1ts recommended 1:1 to 1:4”
(McLernon, 2020, p.2).

Although there Is a lot of uncertainties of
what this pandemic may bring, healthcare
facilities and workers are doing everything In
their power as more regulations and
protocols are now set into place.
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